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CLARA CITY 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 

MINUTES 

 

Wednesday 

January 6, 2021 

7:00 PM 

 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

CLARA CITY, MINNESOTA 

In person and call-in. 

 

Commissioners present:  Philip Rud, Leann Nord (Phone), Troy Sweep, David Plagge 

 

Commissioners absent:  Victor Sparks 

 

Staff present:  Steve Jones (City Administrator) 

 

Others Present: None 

 

1. Call to Order by Chairman Rud at 7:02 PM.  A quorum was declared as being present.  

 

(The dial-in number had been activated at 6:58 PM: (1-419-739-2663, Room 6022, PIN 

2718) 

 

Election of Officers:  Election of officers were delayed until the February meeting to give the 

city council time to take action on commission membership for 2021. 

   

2.  Additions/Deletions/Modifications to Agenda   None 

 

3.  Approval of Minutes. 

 

3. (A) December 2, 2020 

 

 Action taken:  M/S/P 4-0 (Sweep/Plagge) to approve the meeting minutes from  

           December 2, 2020 as presented.  

 

4.  Communications and Correspondence:  None  



 

5.  Reports from Administrative Officers and/or Staff : NONE 

   

6.  Public Hearing:  None    

  

7. General Business 

 

7. (A) Discussion of “Small Box Store” Moratorium and Request for Planning 

Commission Study:  The Commission reviewed the “draft” study, proposed definition 

and guidelines, as well as a map showing distances from 1/8 to1/2 mile for possible set 

back areas.  After discussion, the board directed staff to draft a possible zoning ordinance 

change that incorporated aspects of the study, including definition and proposed 

regulations and a ½ mile setback (versus a 1-mile setback in the initial discussion).  Staff 

was also directed to complete a new map, showing city limit boundaries and the new 

proposed 1/2 setback area. 

 

7. (B) Flood Maps:  The Commission discussed the upcoming Floodplain maps that are 

being drafted by FEMA.  The “link” to the site had been taken down so they can add air 

photos to the content, and once it is back up and running city staff will relay that to the 

board so they can go online to review.  The general consensus was to garner further 

information from the state (model zoning ordinance), and bring it back to the Planning 

Commission for review and discussion.  New maps are not expected for 2 to 3 years, but 

to help citizens understand and prepare for the changes, the Commission may recommend 

an interim ordinance using preliminary maps.  This will be discussed further at the next 

commission meeting. 

  

8.  Appearance of Interested Citizens:  NONE 

 

9.  Announcements—No action is required.     

 

9. (A) The next regular meeting is scheduled for February 3, 2021 at 7:00 pm. 

 

10.  Adjournment:   The meeting was adjourned at 7:26 PM. 

 

Steven C. Jones, Secretary 

 

 

 


