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MEETING MINUTES 
 

CLARA CITY 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

Wednesday 

October 4, 2018 

7:00 PM 

 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

CLARA CITY, MINNESOTA 

 

Commissioners present: Troy Sweep, Victor Sparks, LeAnn Nord, and Nathan Speiser 

 

Commissioners absent:  Philip Rud (excused) 

 

Staff present:  Julie Aalfs (Deputy City Clerk) 

 

Others present:  Chip Goeman (Goeman Agency) 
 

 
1. Call to Order—By Vice President Sweep at 7:00 P.M.  A Quorum was declared as being present. 

 

2.  Additions/Deletions/Modifications to Agenda 

 

Action taken:  With the addition of two more Applications of Construction Permits to the draft Agenda, Vice 

President Sweep, without objection, declared the Meeting Agenda to be approved as presented. 

 

3.  Approval of Minutes. 

 

3. (A) Regular Meeting Minutes for September 5, 2018 

 

Action taken:  M/S/P 4-0 (Speiser/Sparks) to approve the Meeting Minutes for the September 5, 2018 

Planning Commission Agenda as presented. 

 

4.  Communications and Correspondence—None. 

 

5.  Reports from Administrative Officers and/or Staff—None. 

 

6.  Public Hearing—None. 

 

7. General Business 

  

7. (A) Consideration of approving “Application for Construction Permit(s)” for the following applicant(s): 

 

1. Jim Hinrichs 720 5th St NW— Re-shingle house with asphalt shingles--Work to be done by 

Maple Street Construction—Project cost of $12,000—Permit fee of $25.00.  

 

2. Rosemary Berghuis 331 4th St NE— Install tan colored vinyl fence 6’ high on each side of 

property line. One side being no less than 2’ inside property line and other to be installed on the  

adjoining property line, either replacing or addition to existing fence--Work to be done by Tyler 

Hermanson Construction—Project cost of $2,500.00—Permit fee of $25.00. Approval pending 

written agreement between owner and adjoining property owners.  
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3. Nathan Speiser 1018 Wachtler Ave-- Re-shingle home with asphalt shingles – Work to be done 

by Maple Street Construction—Project cost $12,000.00—Permit fee $25.00 

 

   

Action taken:  M/S/P 4-0 (Sparks/Nord) to approve the Application(s) for Construction permit as presented 

with written agreement on 7A2 completed.  

     

7. (B) Consideration of developing and adopting a recommendation for sending to the City Council with regard 

to the use of low-powered vehicles (also known as golf carts and All- Terrain vehicles (ATV)).  While this 

issue may very well take more than one planning session to adequately complete, the attached materials should 

enable us to start with the basics before finalizing any recommended policy language. A preliminary discussion 

of some of the key provisions was held. Chip from Goeman Agency spoke regarding the insurance impact of 

owning these vehicles and the importance of providing insurance information at the time of requesting a 

permit. Mr Goeman explained that there is no liability coverage under one’s homeowner’s policy due to the 

City not having a golf course. He also stated that there is no age requirement or limits to being able to drive the 

golf course under an insurance policy. The average liability coverage for a golf cart is $25.00 annually. Age, 

permit price, permit length, permit requirements and violations were also among the commission’s topics.    

 

Action taken: M/S/P 4-0 (Speiser/Sweep) to approve receipt of the presentation from Chip Goemen.     

 

7. (C) Consideration of beginning the Planning Commission’s annual review and approval of the City’s 2019 

Capital Improvement Plan (CIP).  Staff distributed a draft copy that would enable the process to commence for 

the Commissioners’ review and approval of the 2019 CIP by December 5, 2018. Discussion was held 

regarding items not on the CIP that members have heard resident’s concern or request for the City. Items such 

as “Fix potholes and streets”, “New Fire Hall separate from Ambulance garage” and “Possibility of a Dog 

Park”. These being all great concerns and requests the committee agreed at this time the current budget and 

obligations warrant them to be put on the CIP for future endeavors. 

 

Action taken: Consequently, only a discussion was held and no official action was either requested nor 

taken.   

 

8.  Appearance of Interested Citizens--None 

 

9.  Announcements—Vice President Sweep reminded the Commissioners of the following meeting: 

 

9. (A) The next regular meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, November 7, 2018, 7:00 pm, at City Hall. 

 

10.  Adjournment—M/S/P 4-0 (Speiser/Sweep) to adjourn this Planning Commission Meeting.  Upon recognizing the 

passage of the aforementioned motion, Vice President Sweep declared the Meeting to be adjourned as of 8:25 P.M. 


