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MEETING MINUTES 

 
CLARA CITY 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

Wednesday 

September 6, 2017 

7:00 PM 

 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

CLARA CITY, MINNESOTA 

 

Members present:  Philip Rud, Nathan Speiser, LeAnn Nord, Troy Sweep, and Victor Sparks (7:23 P.M.) 

 

Members absent:  None 

 

Staff present:  Windy Block 

 

Others present:  Ted Nelson (Prairie Five Rides), Paul Cayour (Prairie Five Rides), and Laurie Dieken (Lions Club) 

 

 
1. Call to Order—By Chairman Philip Rud at 7:00 P.M.  Rud then declared a quorum of the Planning 

   Commission as being present.  

 

2.  Additions/Deletions/Modifications to Agenda 

 

Action taken:  M/S/P 4-0 (Speiser/Nord) to approve the Meeting Agenda as presented with the addition 

of Agenda Items No. 7 (A-8) Construction Permit for Dan Delbosque; No. 7 (A-9) Construction Permit 

for Audrey Koenen; and No. 7 (F) Request from Ron Olson for permission to construct a second 

accessory building on his property.  

 

3.  Approval of Minutes. 

 

3. (A) Regular Meeting Minutes for August 2, 2017 

 

 Action taken:  M/S/P 4-0 (Speiser/Sweep) to approve the Meeting Minutes as presented for the regular 

Planning Commission held on Wednesday, August 2, 2017.  

 

4.  Communications and Correspondence—None. 

 

5.  Reports from Administrative Officers and/or Staff—None. 

 

6.  Public Hearing—None. 

 

Note 1:  Chairman Rud, with the consensus permission of the Commissioners, moved Agenda Items No. 7 (B) 

and No. 7 C) ahead of Agenda Item No. 7 (A) in an effort to accommodate the speakers who are in attendance.   

 

Note 2:  Commissioner Vic Sparks arrived at 7:23 P.M. and assumed his seat at the Meeting Table. 

 

7. General Business 

  

7. (B) Consideration of receiving an introduction regrading a proposed trial public transportation program 

in the City of Clara City.  Through the efforts of the Prairie Five Ride Program, they have received a grant 

from the State of Minnesota which will allow Prairie Five to extend their professional bus services for the 

residents of the City.  Inasmuch as this is a service amenity which may be of significance to the life styles 
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of the City’s residents in the future, representatives of Prairie Five Rides will be in attendance to present 

their proposed plan of providing increased bus services for the City’s residents.  Inasmuch as transportation 

is an important component of the City’s Comprehensive Plan (pp. 50-60), the Planning Commission will be 

asked to make a recommendation to the City Council regarding the value and worthiness of implementing 

this trial public transportation program in the City.  Mr. Ted Nelson, Program Director, and Mr. Paul 

Coyour, Operations Coordinator, both with Prairie Five Rides, presented their proposal regarding their 

exciting 2-year pilot transportation project that is being offered to the City.  They stated that there should be 

no direct cost to the City for this two-year period, but that the ridership would have to average three 

purchased rides per day once the project was up and functional.  If it is deemed successful, there would be 

an ongoing cost to the City to maintain the program.  

 

 Action taken:  M/S/P 5-0 (Rud/Sweep) to recommend to the City Council that, as based upon the 

Commission’s finding that this project is a very supportive strategy for the goals of the City’s 

Comprehensive Plan, the City Council should move forward with positive action to ensure the 

implementation of this pilot transportation project as offered and described by the Prairie Five Rides 

agency.   

 

7. (C) Consideration of receiving an introduction regarding the goals and plans for certain improvements 

for the City’s parks as being proposed by the Lions Club of Clara City.  They have been very active, and 

successful, in raising financial resources in support of their plans.  Ms. Laurie Dieken, lead Lion member 

for the project, was in attendance and presented the Lions Club’s plans for improving the parks and to share 

with the Commission her perspective on the progress that has been made to date as well as the fund-raising 

challenges that still lie ahead.  She presented pictures, drawings, and schematics of the intended 

improvements for both the north end and south end parks.  The issue of any suggested changes in signage 

was also discussed.   Finally, Dieken offered that the playground equipment designer would be available 

onsite on Tuesday, September 12, 2017, to review and answer any remaining questions about the proposed 

park designs. 

 

Action taken:  M/S/P 5-0 (Rud/Nord) to recommend to the City Council that, as based upon the 

Commission’s finding that the proposed improvements to the City’s north and south end parks are 

appropriate and consistent with the City Comprehensive Plan, the City should give its due consideration 

to implementing the Lions Club’s parks-improvement plan subject to the adequate funds being raised by 

the Lions in support of such improvements; and further, that any resulting signage issues will be 

considered through the existing “Application for Sign Permit” process.    

 

7. (A) Consideration of approving “Application for Construction Permit(s)” for the following: 

 

1.  Noble Financial—Re-shingle roof of building with asphalt shingles—Work to be done by 

Michael McNeil Construction (BC637396)—Project cost of $6,500—Permit fee of $25.00. 

 

2.  Jim Santjer, 918 4th St. NW—Re-shingle house and garage w/asphalt shingles—Work to be 

done by Maple Street Construction—Project cost of $9,774—Permit Fee of $25.00. 

 

3.  Stepahnie Noble, 310 4th St. SW—Re-shingle house and garage with asphalt shingles—Work 

to be done by McNeil Construction (BC637396)—Project cost of $8,000—Permit fee of $25.00. 

 

4.  John Fritz, 418 2nd Ave. NW—Move in a 12’ X 10’ wooden garden shed in backyard—Work 

to be done by TBD—Project cost of “?”—Permit fee of $25.00 

 

5.  Jeff Wollschlager, 326 & 330 NE 1st St.—Re-shingle house and 2 garages with colored (ash 

grey) sheet metal—Work to be done by owner self-improvement—Project cost of $7,000—Permit 

fee of $25.00. 

 

6.  Merlin Kimpling, 712 6th Ave. NE—Re-shingle house and garage and small shed with asphalt 

shingles—Work to be done by Maple Street Construction—Project cost of $11,000—Permit fee of 

$25.00. 
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7.  Todd Henker, 326 3rd St. SW—Remove existing steel garden shed and construct a 13’ X 10.5’ 

wooden garden shed w/ a pitched asphalt-shingled roof—Work to be done by owner self-

improvement—Project cost of $750.00—Permit fee of $100.00. 

 

8. Danny Delbosque, 915 4th St. NW—Re-shingle house, garage, and shed with laminate shingles 

after removal of the old ones; and re-side house, garage, and shed with steel siding which is grey 

in color—Work to be done by-TBD—Project cost of $25,000—Permit fee of $50.00 ($25+ $25). 

 

9.  Audrey Koenen, 415 S. Main St.—Re-shingle house and garage—Work to be done by owner 

self-improvement—Project cost of $3,500—Permit fee of $25.00. 

 

Action taken:  M/S/P 5-0 (Speiser/Rud) to approve the Applications for Construction permits as 

presented above in Agenda Items No. 7 (A-1) through No. 7 (A-9). 

    

7. (D) Consideration of reviewing and approving a Sign Permit Application as submitted by Farmers Coop 

Oil, 200 Hwy 7, Clara City, MN.  Staff has reviewed and finds it to be in compliance.  The application was 

reviewed as it had been submitted. 

 

Action taken:  M/S/P 5-0 (Sweep/Speiser) to approve the Sign Permit Application as submitted by the 

Farmer’s Co-op Oil, 200 Hwy 7, Clara City, for the proper identification of the new NAPA Auto Parts 

Store Building that is being erected on their Highway Business site.  

 

7. (E) Consideration of continuing discussion about the mission and purpose of the Planning Commission 

and the special risk litigation that can arise in the course of the planning Commission doing its job.  As of 

this meeting, the City has now been billed and paid for the successful training of Victor Sparks, LeAnn 

Nord, Philip Rud, and Troy Sweep.  Commissioner Speiser indicated that he is still intending to complete 

this certification.   

  

Action taken:  Discussion only.  However, it as the consensus of the Commissioners to keep working on 

completing this process.  

 

7. (F) Consideration of reviewing the City Code with regard to a possible request from Ron Olson, 218 2nd 

St. NE, seeking the City’s permission to construct a second storage shed (approximately 10’ X 12’) on his 

property.  A   Staff provided a drawing which detailed the requested and also provided relevant sections 

from the City Code which may impact such a request.     

  

Action taken:  Following discussion, it was the consensus of the Commissioners that, given the facts as 

had been verbally provided by Mr. Olson to the City, Code Section 154.13 (F)(9) would prohibit a second 

storage building from being built due to the following language from the City Code, “accessory 

buildings on lots where a garage is not attached to the home shall be limited to two storage buildings and 

one non-storage building, with the total floor area not to exceed 1,800 square feet or result in a total lot 

coverage by buildings of 30% or more.”  Staff was directed to inform Mr. Olson of the Planning 

Commission’s finding and interpretation of the City Code.  

 

8.  Appearance of Interested Citizens---None. 

 

9.  Announcements—Chairman Rud reminded the Commissioners of the following:    

 

9. (A) The next regular meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 4, 2017, 7:00 pm. 

 

10.  Adjournment—Upon recognizing no additional business to be considered, it was M/S/P 5-0 (Speiser/Sparks) 

to adjourn this meeting of the Planning Commission.  As such, Chairman Rud declared the meeting to 

be officially adjourned as of 8:08 P.M. 


