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MEETING MINUTES 
 

CLARA CITY 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

Wednesday 

September 5, 2018 

7:00 PM 

 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

CLARA CITY, MINNESOTA 

 

Commissioners present:  Philip Rud, Troy Sweep, Victor Sparks, LeAnn Nord, and Nathan Speiser 

 

Commissioners absent:  None 

 

Staff present:  Windy Block (City Administrator) 

 

Others present:  Billie Jo Rassat (Clara City Herald) 
 

 
1. Call to Order—By President Rud at 7:00 P.M.  A Quorum was declared as being present. 

 

2.  Additions/Deletions/Modifications to Agenda 

 

Action taken:  Upon hearing no requests for changes or modifications to the draft Agenda, President Rud, 

without objection, declared the Meeting Agenda to be approved as presented. 

 

3.  Approval of Minutes. 

 

3. (A) Regular Meeting Minutes for August 1, 2018. 

 

Action taken:  M/S/P 5-0 (Speiser/Sweep) to approve the Meeting Minutes for the August 1, 2018 Planning 

Commission Agenda as presented. 

 

4.  Communications and Correspondence—None. 

 

5.  Reports from Administrative Officers and/or Staff—None. 

 

6.  Public Hearing—None. 

 

7. General Business 

  

7. (A) Consideration of approving “Application for Construction Permit(s)” for the following applicant(s): 

 

1. John & Debra Hosek, 415 NE 5th Ave—Construction of a detached 28’ wide X 36’ long X 9’ 

high garage on a floating slab with siding to match house—Work to be done by Heiling 

Construction (BC 220561)—Project cost of $25,000—Permit fee of $100.00.  

 

2. Erv Ahrenholz, 215 4th Ave. SW—Re-shingle house with asphalt shingles—Work to be done by 

Ryan Olson—Project cost of $10,500—Permit fee of $25.00. 
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3. Doug Boike, 411 NE 5th Ave.—Re-shingle house with asphalt shingles following removal of old 

ones—Work to be done by Curt Person of AP Premier Contracting (BC 703496)—Project cost of 

$9,400.00—Permit fee of $25.00. 

 

4. Andrea Arndt, 710 Division St. N—Project #1: Install a cedar picket fence (4 ft. high) in the rear 

yard which will be constructed no less than 2-feet inside the property lines of Applicant’s 

property; and Project #2: Move in within the fenced-in area and to be placed on skids an 8’ X 8’ 

X 8’storage shed with blue vinyl siding and black shingles—Both projects to be done by owner 

self-improvement—Project cost of $700.00 for fence and $500 for the shed—Permit fee of 

$25.00 + $25.00 = $50.00. 

 

5. United Renewable Energy, 12001 50th St. SE, Clara City, MN 56222—Construction of a 1 MW 

AC Solar Farm on farm land leased from Michael Stamer—Work to be done by United 

Renewable Energy (Paul Kueck, Onsite Manager)—Project cost of $1,500,000—Permit fee of 

$25.00—This permit is conditioned on the terms of the CUP which was issued initially on June 

13, 2017, and amended since by actions of the Zoning Administrator. 

   

Action taken:  M/S/P 5-0 (Sweep/Nord) to approve the Application(s) for Construction permit as presented 

above and to recommend the same to the City Council for their consideration of approval. 

     

7. (B) Consideration of developing and adopting a recommendation for sending to the City Council with regard 

to the use of low-powered vehicles (also known as golf carts, motor scooters, electric assisted bicycles, 

motorized foot scooters, Segways, and other certain electric vehicles).  While this issue may very well take 

more than one planning session to adequately complete, the attached materials should enable us to start with 

the basics before finalizing any recommended policy language.  The Commissioners had been provided copies 

of the following information:  7B-1 Current language regarding this subject as taken from the Clara City 

Ordinances, and 7B-2 Informational Brief from the MN House of Representatives Research Department.  A 

preliminary discussion of some of the key provisions was held. 

 

Action taken:  Inasmuch as this session was intend to be an introduction to several of the alternatives that 

exist regarding this topic, there was discussion only and no official action was neither requested nor taken. 

 

7. (C) Consideration of beginning the Planning Commission’s annual review and approval of the City’s 2019 

Capital Improvement Plan (CIP).  Staff distributed a draft copy that would enable the process to commence for 

the Commissioners’ review and approval of the 2019 CIP by December 5, 2018. 

 

Action taken:  Per the City’s 2019 Budget Calendar, this subject was intended to be an introduction of the 

2019 CIP.  Consequently, only a discussion was held and no official action was either requested nor taken.   

 

8.  Appearance of Interested Citizens--None 

 

9.  Announcements—President Rud reminded the Commissioners of the following meeting: 

 

9. (A) The next regular meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 3, 2018, 7:00 pm, at City Hall. 

 

10.  Adjournment—M/S/P 5-0 (Speiser/Sweep) to adjourn this Planning Commission Meeting.  Upon recognizing the 

passage of the aforementioned motion, President Rud declared the Meeting to be adjourned as of 8:49 P.M. 


