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MEETING MINUTES 
 

CLARA CITY 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

Wednesday 

August 1, 2018 

7:00 PM 

 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

CLARA CITY, MINNESOTA 

 

Members present:  Philip Rud, Troy Sweep, LeAnn Nord, and Nathan Speiser 

 

Members absent:  Victor Sparks (excused) 

 

Staff present:  Julie Aalfs (Deputy Clerk) and Windy Block (City Administrator) 

 

Others present:  Billie Jo Rassat (Clara City Herald) and Steve Kubista (Chippewa County Highway 

Engineer) 
 

 
1. Call to Order—By President Philip Rud at 7:00 p.m.  A Quorum was declared to be present.  

 

2.  Additions/Deletions/Modifications to Agenda—None. 

 

Action taken:  Upon hearing that there were no changes being offered to the draft Agenda, President Rud, 

without objection, declared the Meeting Agenda to be approved as presented. 

 

3.  Approval of Minutes. 

 

3. (A) Regular Meeting Minutes for July 3, 2018. 

 

Action taken:  M/S/P 4-0 (Speiser/Sweep) to approve the Meeting Minutes for the July 3, 2018 Planning 

Commission meeting as presented. 

 

4.  Communications and Correspondence—None. 

 

5.  Reports from Administrative Officers and/or Staff—None. 

 

6.  Public Hearing—President Rud declared the Public Hearing to be open at 7:02 p.m. 

 

6. (A) Receive public input and testimony with regard to the pros and cons of a preliminary concept for the 

closure of the frontage road along the northeast quadrant of the Minnesota State Highway 23 and Chippewa 

County Road #2 intersection.  This proposal is under review and consideration by the City of Clara City, the 

MN Department of Transportation, and the Chippewa County Highway Engineer.  Steve Kubista, Chippewa 

County Highway Engineer, provided the Planning Commission with a review and summary of the facts and 

issues of this case.  He has been in contact with MNDOT and explained some of their concerns.  Among the 

issues and concerns that have been identified to date are:  

 

1) Pedestrian safety in the crossing of Minnesota State Highway 23 with the current configuration. 

2) Requirements for the consideration of the future installation of modern crossing enhancements. 

3) The adequacy of effective and efficient truck turning movements. 

4) Drainage concerns in the NE corner of this intersection. 



Page 2 of 3 Planning Commission Meeting Minutes August 1, 2018 

5) Effective separation, if closure is implemented, between the frontage road and CR #2/Highway 23. 

6) The impact of a frontage road closure on certain adjacent retail and manufacturing businesses.    

 

In addition to the items above, Kubista also offered his insight regarding several other items that could have an 

impact on the City’s planning with regard to this proposed road closure and State Highway 23 crossing 

improvements, including:  1) Chippewa County’s 2015 ADA Transition Plan; 2) the 2019 Federal Grant for 

PED ramp replacements; and 3) MnDOT’s ADA planning timeline. He offered to collaborate with the City in 

making sure that the implementation of any crossing improvement and road closure plans would be as 

seamless as possible.    

 

Following Mr. Kubista’s presentation, the President then solicited written and/or verbal comments from the 

Public as a part of the Public Hearing process.  No one was present who requested to be so recognized. He also 

stated that once this hearing and any extensions of it have been completed, that it will be the Planning 

Commission’s intention to develop under General business a recommendation for the consideration of the City 

Council and other interested stakeholders. 

 

Action taken:  Upon recognizing the completion of Mr. Kubista’s presentation and hearing no one from the 

Public who was requesting to be recognized, President Philip Rud declared this Public Hearing to be 

adjourned as of 7:20 pm. And directed the Commission to the General Business section of the Agenda.   

 

7. General Business 

  

7. (A) Consideration of approving “Application for Construction Permit(s)” for the following applicant(s): 

 

1. MACCRAY Public School District No. 2180, 711 Wolverine Drive—Removal of existing 

roofing materials and replacement with insulation, new rubber roof and associated materials —

Work to be done by West Central Roofing—Project cost of $70,000—Permit fee waived by 

Administrator Block. 

 

2. Paul & Josie Donner, 122 6th Ave. NE—Installation of a 6-foot high wooden privacy fence in the 

rear yard of the residence, such fence to be placed two-feet or more inside the Applicant’s 

property lines—Work to be done by owner self-improvement—Project cost of $5,000—Permit 

fee of $25.00/ 

 

Action taken: M/S/P 4-0 (Speiser/Nord) To approve the Applications for Construction Permits as presented 

and listed above and to recommend the same to the City Council for their consideration of approval 

with the addition and agreement with the Donner application to state special wording regarding the  

Observance of all easements and Right of Way on the resident’s property in the area of the abandoned alley  

way.  

 

7. (B) Consideration of developing and adopting a recommendation for the consideration of the City Council 

with regard to the frontage road closure issue as reviewed under the Public Hearing held earlier in this meeting 

at Agenda Item No. 6 (A). 

 

 Action taken: M/S/P 4-0 (Rud/Nord) After the presentation from Mr Steve Kubista the Chippewa County  

 Highway Engineer and no rebuttal from the public it is recommended that this closure of the frontage road 

 At the corner of Cty Rd 2 and Hwy 23 be sent to the City Council for approval.  

 

 

7. (C) Consideration of making a recommendation to the City Council urging them to adopt a resolution 

signifying the City’s support and commitment for the installation of a Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon 

(RRFB) system in support of the crosswalk that traverses MN State Hwy 23 at the intersection of MN State 

Hwy 23 and Chippewa County Road #2—See the attached MnDOT District 8 RRFB Guidelines and the 

sample pricing information. 

 

 Action taken: M/S/P (Sweep/Rud) 4-0  
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7. (D) Consideration of continued preliminary discussion regarding the updating of the City’s Comprehensive 

Plan and/or other City Ordinances that may need improvement (i.e. Zoning Code, Handicapped Vehicles (also 

known as golf carts), Recreational Vehicles, etc.)—Receive additional information and comment from Staff.  

 

Action taken: M/S/P 4-0 (Rud/Speiser) The consideration of updating the City Ordinance regarding 

handicapped vehicles (golf carts) remain on the agenda while City Administrator Mr Block continues 

researching the rules and regulations with the RDC.  

 

8.  Appearance of Interested Citizens—None. 

 

9.  Announcements—President Rud reminded the Commissioners of their next regular meeting:  

 

9. (A) Planning Commission Meeting on Wednesday, September 5, 2018, 7:00 pm, City Hall. 

 

10.  Adjournment— Upon recognizing that there was no additional business to be considered, M/S/P 4-0 (Speiser/ 

Sweep tied with Nord) to adjourn this Meeting. Upon recognizing the passage of the motion, President Rud declared 

the Meeting of the Planning Commission to be adjourned as of 8:10 pm. 


