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MEETING MINUTES 
 

CLARA CITY 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

TUESDAY 

July 3, 2018 

7:00 PM 

 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

CLARA CITY, MINNESOTA 

 

Members present:  Philip Rud, Troy Sweep, Victor Sparks, LeAnn Nord, and Nathan Speiser 

 

Members absent:  None. 

 

Staff present:  Windy Block (City Administrator) 

 

Others present:  Richard Graser 

 

 
1. Call to Order—By Prsident Philip Rud at 7:00 p.m.  A Quorum was declared as being present and voting.   

 

2.  Additions/Deletions/Modifications to Agenda 

 

Action taken:  M/S/P 5-0 (Speiser/Nord) to approve the Meeting Agenda with the addition of Agenda Item 

No. 7 (A-7) Construction Permit for Tim & Kathy Beseman, 95 NW 5th St. 

 

3.  Approval of Minutes. 

 

3. (A) Regular Meeting Minutes for June 6, 2018—To be provided. 

 

Action taken:  M/S/P 5-0 (Nord/Sweep) to approve the Meeting Minutes from the regular meeting of June 6, 

2018 as presented. 

 

4.  Communications and Correspondence—None. 

 

5.  Reports from Administrative Officers and/or Staff 

 

5. (A) Update on the presentation by staff to the owners of Wild Hare of the proposed closure of the frontage 

road running in front of their business property at the intersection of State Highway 23 and CR #2, including 

their invitation to attend the public hearing on this matter at the August 1, 2018 Planning Commission Meeting. 

 

6.  Public Hearing—None. 

 

7. General Business 

  

7. (A) Consideration of approving “Application for Construction Permit(s)” for the following applicant(s): 

 

1. Marlyn Andresen, 721 6th Ave. NW—Re-shingle home with asphalt shingles applied over 

existing wood shakes —Work to be done by Lee Hagemeyer Construction—Project cost of 

$15,000—Permit fee of $25.00. 

 

2. Gary Retzlaff, 127 NW 4th St.—Re-shingle the original portion of house area with asphalt 

shingles after removal of the old shingles—Work to be done by Dan Niemeyer Construction—

Project cost of $10,000—Permit fee of $25.00. 
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3. Kevin Strommer, 623 Division St. N—Re-side existing home with removal of old siding and its 

replacement with vinyl siding—Work to be done by owner self-improvement—Project cost 

unknown—Permit fee of $25.00. 

 

4. Robert & Sharon Schwitters, 420 3rd Ave. NE—Removal of existing driveway and replace with a 

26’ X 46’ concrete driveway—Work to be done by Dewey Tjate and Jeff Johnson—Project cost 

of $5,800.00—Permit fee of $25.00. 

 

5. Kathy Speiser, 204 NW 5th St.—Re-shingle home with asphalt shingles after the removal of the 

old shingles--Work to be done by Jonathan Stahl—Project cost of $12,000—Permit fee of 

$25.00. 

 

6. Arvid Wieberdink, 338 S. Main St.—Re-side home with Smart-Board Siding following the 

removal of the old siding—Work to be done by Square deal Construction of Raymond—Project 

cost unknown—Permit fee of $25.00. 

 

7. Tim & Kathy Beseman, 95 NW 5th St.—Installation of a 6-foot high privacy wood cedar fence in 

the rear yard of the Applicant’s lot and placed on the property lines with all three adjoining 

properties, conditioned upon the written consent of all three adjoining parcel owners—Work to 

be done by owner self-improvement—Project cost of $5,000—Permit fee of $25.00.  

 

Action taken:  M/S/P 5-0 (Speiser/Sparks) to approve the Applications for Construction Permit as presented 

and listed above and to recommend the same to the City Council for their consideration of approval.  

 

7. (B) Consideration of preliminary discussion for the updating of the City’s Comprehensive Plan.  Staff shared 

the pros and cons of such a project and detailed some possible planning activities that the Commission might 

chose to take with the assistance of the Upper Minnesota Regional Development Commission (UMVRDC) 

staff.   

 

Action taken:  The Chair declared that the informal consensus of the Commissioners was that this topic 

should be placed again on the August 1, 2018 Planning Commission Agenda for further consideration, 

particularly with respect to the subjects of Zoning Code and Housing.  Staff indicated that they would also 

make contact with the RDC staff to see what possibilities they might recommend.   

 

7. (C) Consideration of receiving the Final version of the 2018 Housing Study.  Mr. Steve Griesert, 

Community Partners Research, Inc. is in the process of authoring an addendum letter to the Study which will 

attempt to lay out a series of more concrete strategies for consideration of future action by the community. 

 

Action taken:  The receipt of the Final Housing Study was acknowledged and the Chairman asked that this 

item along with the forthcoming letter, if received, be placed on the August 1, 2018 Agenda for additional 

consideration.   

 

8.  Appearance of Interested Citizens—None. 

 

9.  Announcements— President Rud reminded the Commissioners of the following:  

 

9. (A) The next regular meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, August 1, 2018, 7:00 pm. 

 

10.  Adjournment-- Upon recognizing that there was no additional business to be considered, M/S/P 5-0 

(Speiser/Sweep) to adjourn this Meeting.  Upon recognizing the passage of the motion, President Rud declared the 

Meeting of the Planning Commission to be adjourned as of 7:53 P.M.   

 

 

APPROVED ON: ___________________________________ 

 

ATTEST: _________________________________________ 

        Winthro C. Block, City Administrator 


