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MEETING MINUTES 
 

CLARA CITY 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

Wednesday 

June 5, 2019 

7:00 PM 

 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

CLARA CITY, MINNESOTA 

 

Commissioners present:  LeAnn Nord, Victor Sparks, Troy Sweep and Philip Rud 

 

Commissioners absent:  David Plagge (excused)  

 

Staff present:  Julie Aalfs (Deputy Clerk)  

 

Others present:  Sharon Schwitters 
 

 
1. Call to Order—By Chairman Philip Rud at 7:00 P.M.  A Quorum was declared as being present. 

 

2.  Additions/Deletions/Modifications to Agenda -- None 

 

3.  Approval of Minutes. 

 

3. (A) Regular Meeting Minutes for May 1, 2019. 

 

Action taken:  M/S/P 4-0 (Sweep/Sparks) to approve the Meeting Minutes for the May 1, 2019 Planning 

Commission Meeting as presented. 

 

4.  Communications and Correspondence—None. 

 

5.  Reports from Administrative Officers and/or Staff 

 

5. (A) SHIP--Deputy Clerk Julie Aalfs reported that Ashlie Johnson from SHIP is working on some 

examples of the signs to be along the proposed walking path and will share them as soon as they are 

available.  

 

6.  Public Hearing—None. 

 

7. General Business 

  

7. (A) Consideration of approving “Application for Construction Permit(s) and Application for a Utility or Site 

Improvement Permit” for the following applicant(s): 

 

1. David Tomes, 1019 N Division St —Removal of front windows and replacement with a single door 

along with sidewalks/stone remodeling—Work to be done by Lee Hagemeyer Construct—Project cost 

is yet unknown—Permit fee $25.00. 
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2. Troy & Janet Sweep (Sweep Hardware), 26 West Center Ave.—Move in a 20’ X 20’ accessory 

storage building in the rear lot area—Work to be done by owner self-improvement—Project cost of 

$2,000—Permit fee of $100.00. 

 

3. Troy & Missy Thissen, 530 NE 2nd St.—Construction of a 40’ X 60’ pole-type with rafters’ 

accessory building—Work to be done by Dan Cronen Construction—Project cost of $35,000—Permit 

fee of $100.00. 

 

Action taken:  M/S/P 4-0 (Rud/Sparks) to approve the Application(s) for Building Permit as described 

above, and further, to specifically remind Troy and Missy Thissen that, each of the eight (8) conditions as 

listed in their previously approved CUP, dated February 12, 2019, must be complied with by March 1, 2021.      

 

(B) Consideration of a preliminary review of a project as proposed by Robert & Sharon Schwitters, 420 3rd 

Ave. NE, for the allowed subdivision of a standard parcel (PIN #30-190-0320) into two substandard 

lots and the subsequent use by the Applicant of one of the substandard lots for the construction of a 

28’(W) X 36’(L) X 10’(H) garage-type accessory building for the storage of Applicant’s automobiles 

and personal property.  

 

Action taken: M/S/P 4-0 (Rud/Nord) to approve setting a Public Hearing on July 3, 2019, 6:30 

P.M., City Hall, for the receiving of public testimony and input regarding the proposed 

Conditional Use Permit as applied for by Robert and Sharon Schwitters, 420 3rd Ave. NE, that 

seeks to permission to effect the subdivision of a standard lot into two substandard lots and to 

subsequently construct a pole-built garage accessory building on one of the two newly created 

substandard lots that they would then purchase.  
  

7. (C) Consideration of receiving an informational update regarding the Community Planning activity as 

contracted for by the Economic Development Authority (EDA) in support of developing an action plan in 

response to the 2018 Housing Study. 

 

Action taken:  This was informational only.  Deputy Clerk Julie Aalfs presented a SWOT analysis from 

Development Services Inc. who requested that it be completed by the Planning Commission members. Each 

member is to list what they consider the cities Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats. DSI will 

present their findings to the EDA at a later date to discuss how the community can look to implement 

recommendations from the 2018 Housing Study and develop priorities for our community.  

 

General question:  Chairman Rud asked the question of the committee and Deputy Clerk Julie Aalfs as to 

where the EDA receives their funding, they use to complete the projects they do? Also does the EDA have to 

approve their projects thru the City Council?  

 

Answer given:  Julie Aalfs stated that she understood the EDA to work with grants for business opportunities 

and thru projects such as a TIF project. The question was answered yes that the EDA must go thru the City 

Council for approval of projects they fund or propose.    

 

8.  Appearance of Interested Citizens—None. 

 

9.  Announcements— Chairman Rud reminded the Commissioners of the following meeting: 

 

9. (A) The next regular meeting as scheduled for Wednesday, July 3, 2019, 7:00 pm, at City Hall. 

 

10.  Adjournment—M/S/P 4-0 (Sweep/Sparks) to adjourn this Planning Commission Meeting.  Upon recognizing  

the passage of this motion, Chairman Rud declared the Meeting to be adjourned as of 7:29pm.  

 

 

APPROVED ON: _________________________________ 

 

ATTEST: ________________________________________ 

                  Julie Aalfs, Deputy Clerk 


