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MEETING MINUTES 

 
CLARA CITY 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

Wednesday 

May 6, 2020 

7:00 PM 
 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

CLARA CITY, MINNESOTA 

 

Members Present: Philip Rud, Troy Sweep, LeAnn Nord, David Plagge, and Vic Sparks 

Members Absent: None 

Staff Present: Steven C. Jones (City Administrator) and Julie Aalfs (City Clerk) 

Others: Scott Jones and Dan Goeman (Dooley Petroleum) and David Lieser (Rebel Camper 

Sales), Carol Schipnewski (CC Resident)  
 

 

 

1. Call to Order by Chairman Philip Rud at 7:00 pm A quorum was declared as being present.  

 

2.  Additions/Deletions/Modifications to Agenda  

 Addition 7 (A)- 6 Ernesto Aviles Jr- fence permit 

 

 Action taken:  M/S/P 5-0 (Plaage/Sparks) to approve the addition of No. 7 (A)-5. 

 

3.  Approval of Minutes. 

 

3. (A) Regular Meeting Minutes for April 1, 2020. Meeting Canceled due to COVID-19 

 

Action taken: M/S/P 5-0 (Sparks/Nord) to approve the meeting minutes to reflect as 

 canceled.  

 

4.  Communications and Correspondence  

 

 1. Public Hearing Process and Procedures  

 

5.  Reports from Administrative Officers and/or Staff   

   

6.  Public Hearing/Considerations:   

 

 6. (A) Consideration of Review of the B-2 Zone uses (Propane and Fuel) (Not part of 

 Public Hearing) 
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  Action taken: M/S/P 5-0 (Plagge/Sparks) to approve propane and fuel storage  

  as a conditional use in both B-2 and I-1 districts.  

 

  Public Hearing called to order by Chairperson Rud at 7:30 pm 
 

 6. (B) Notice is hereby given that on Wednesday May 6, 2020, at 7:00 p.m., in the City 

 Council Chambers, the Planning Commission will conduct a Public Hearing for  the 

 consideration of receiving public input and  testimony regarding an Application  for a 

 Conditional Use Permit as submitted by Dooley’s Petroleum, Inc,  104 1st St SW  Clara 

 City MN, 56222 to allow a propane and fuel storage facility to be located with the 

 existing business a B-2 zone, now known as Rebel Camper Sales, Inc. 

 

 Any interested person or persons may appear and be heard on this issue at that time.  

 

1. Resident-Carol Schipnewski, 35 S Division St, concerned about the location so  

      close to her residence, the odor and the Veteran’s park.  

 

2. Applicant (Scott Jones/Dooley Petroleum) spoke on behalf of the applicant. 

  

                        3. Committee concerns- screening, Veteran’s park, the 5-ton road leading into the  

      site, positioning of the tanks, condition of the tanks, future plans for the site.  

 

  Public Hearing was closed by Chairperson Rud at 7:50pm after more   

  discussion and questions of the staff, applicant and Resident Mrs. Schipnewski. 

 

  Action taken:  M/S/P 5-0 (Nord/Plagge) the Planning Commission recommends 

  approval of the Finding of Facts and Use Regulations, and of the Proposed  

  CUP, with conditions as listed (1-10) and the following additions: 

 

  11) Applicant will work with the City to provide a tree and screening plan  

  between the site and the adjacent park. 

 

  12) No expansion of the CUP permit will be permitted without formal review  

  and action by the Planning Commission and City Council. 

 

  13)The City reserves the right to work, in coordination with the applicant, to  

  adjust the proposed site plan.  

   

  

7. General Business 

  

7. (A) Consideration of approving an “Application for Construction Permit” for the 

following applicant(s):  

 

 1. Mark Kasella, 131 NE 4th Ave, re-shingle home and garage, Work to be done 

 by Cronen Construction, Project Cost $8,000.00, Permit Fee $25.00. 

 

 2. Steve Kruger, 326 3rd Ave NE, re-side home, owner self-improvement, Project 

 Cost $4,500.00, Permit Fee $25.00  
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 3. Steve and Sunny DeGrote, 110 1st Ave NE, 10 x 16 deck with steps, owner  

              self-improvement, Project Cost $2,000.00, Permit Fee $50.00 

 

 4. Lynette Rounds, 311 1st St SE, build 6 x 4 deck with steps, owner self-  

              improvement, Project Cost $1,000.00, Permit Fee $50.00. 

 

 5. John Fritz, 418 2nd Ave NW, re-side home and steel the roof, work to be done  

             by Heiling Construction, Project Cost $24,600.00, Permit Fee $50.00 
 

 6. Ernesto Aviles Jr., 323 1st Ave NW, build perimeter back yard fence, work  

             done home owner, Project cost $5,000.00, Permit Fee $25.00 

 

 Action taken:  M/S/P 5-0 (Rud/Sparks) to approve the Applications for Permits  

  as presented.  

 

7. (B)  Discussion and direction to the City Administrator of his roll in approving Zoning 

 Permits.  

 

 Planning Commission Action: After review, the Planning Commission, on a  

  unanimous voice vote, recommends to the city council that maintenance or  

  other minor projects on residential and commercial/industrial buildings or  

  properties, up to but not including construction of single-family homes, will be  

  reviewed and approved by the City Administrator. All other requests for   

  building (zoning) permits for new construction, additions and building   

  renovations altering the use or occupancy of a building or property shall be  

  reviewed by the Planning Commission and City Council. Staff will bring any  

  controversial projects to the Planning Commission and City Council for review, 

  and staff will draft a monthly report of all activities and permits issued.  

 

    

8.  Appearance of Interested Citizens None  

 

9.  Announcements—No action is required.     

 

9. (A) The next regular meeting is scheduled for June 3, 2020 7:00 pm. 

 

10.  Adjournment M/S/P 5-0 (Plagge/Rud) to adjourn this Planning Commission Meeting. 

Upon recognizing the passage of the motion, Chairperson Rud declared the meeting to be 

adjourned as of 8:45 pm 


