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MEETING MINUTES 
 

CLARA CITY 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

Wednesday 

April 4, 2018 

7:00 PM 

 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

CLARA CITY, MINNESOTA 

 

Members present:  Philip Rud, Troy Sweep, LeAnn Nord, Nathan Speiser, and Victor Sparks 

 

Members absent:  None 

 

Staff present:  Windy Block (City Administrator) 

 

Others present:  None 

 

 
1. Call to Order—By Chairman Philip Rud at 7:00 P.M.  A Quorum was declared as being present. 

 

2.  Additions/Deletions/Modifications to Agenda 

 

Action taken:  M/S/P 5-0 (Speiser/Sparks) to approve the Meeting Agenda for this meeting with the addition of 

Agenda Item No. 7 (A-2) Application for Construction Permit for Tony & Cheri Donner, 518 NE 3rd Street to 

move in and install a 20’ X 59’ accessory building.   

 

3.  Approval of Minutes. 

 

3. (A) Regular Meeting Minutes for March 7, 2018. 

 

Action taken:  M/S/P 5-0 (Speiser/Sparks) to approve the Meeting Minutes of the March 7, 2018 Planning 

Commission, with a note to check the official name of the firm which was called Rural Fabrics under Agenda 

Item No. 7 (A-1).  Note: The firm’s name was recorded as submitted on the application.  

 

4.  Communications and Correspondence--None 

 

5.  Reports from Administrative Officers and/or Staff--None. 

 

6.  Public Hearing—None. 

 

7. General Business 

  

7. (A) Consideration of approving “Application for Construction Permit(s)” for the following applicant(s). 

 

1. Jeremiah & Darci Johnson, 25 4th Ave. SE—Installation of two (2) egress window-wells 

approximately 4 feet into the eastern required 5-foot side yard setback area to facilitate the 

installation of fire egress for new bedrooms in the northeast side of the basement—Work to be done 

by owner self-improvement--Project cost of $250.00 (est.)—Permit fee of $25.00. 

 

Action taken:  M/S/P 5-0 (Nord/Speiser) to approve the Application for Construction Permit as 

submitted by Jeremiah & Darci Johnson, 25 4th Ave. SE, for a 4-foot variance in the required side yard 

as presented above.   
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2. Tony & Cheri Donner, 518 NE 3rd St—Move-in and install an existing 20’ X 59’ accessory building 

to be used for storage—Work to be done by owner self-improvement—Project cost of $25,000—

Permit fee of $100.00.  

 

Action taken:  M/S/P 5-0 (Speiser/Sweep) to approve the Application for Construction Permit as 

submitted by Tony & Cheri Donner, 518 NE 3rd St., for the move-in and install of a 20’ X 59’ accessory 

building for storage, with issuance to be conditioned on the Donner’s securing an approved 

Variance(s) to the required maximum size (1,000 SF) requirement under Zoning Code Section 154.13, 

Subsection F(3), and the maximum height (16-feet) requirement under Section 154.13 F(9); and the 

Donner’s compliance with the setbacks of 25-feet in he front yard and 10-feet in the side yard as 

required under Code Section 154.05, Subsections G (1) and (2).      

 

7. (B) Consideration of authorizing the Calling of a Public Hearing on May 2, 2018, 7:00 P.M., at City Hall for the 

purpose of considering the approval of an Application for Variance(s) with regard to the allowed size and also 

possibly the height of an accessory building as being proposed to be moved in by Tony Donner, 518 NE3rd St.  

The maximum size of an accessory building which is allowed under Code Section 154.13 F (3) is 1,000 SF, and 

the size of the proposed move-in building is 1,180 SF (20’ X 59’).  Note:  Pending verification of the actual 

dimensions, there may also be an issue with the height of the building. 

 

Action taken:  M/S/P 5-0 (Speiser/Sparks) to call for a Public Hearing with regard to a Variance Application as 

submitted by Tony & Cheri Donner, 518 NE 3rd St., for a variance in excess of the 1,000 SF maximum sized 

accessory building as detailed in their Application, and to direct staff to advertise for it accordingly.      

 

7. (C) Consideration of establishing a Special Meeting of the Planning Commission on Wednesday, April 18, 

2018, 5:30 P.M. (tentatively), for the purpose of receiving an initial draft copy from Community Partners 

Research, Inc. of the Housing Study as to be presented in-person by the author, Steven H. Griesert. 

 

Action taken:  M/S/P 5-0 (Nord/Sweep) to call a Special Meeting of the Planning Commission to be held on 

Wednesday, April 18, 2018, 6:00 P.M., at the City Hall, for the purpose of receiving the initial draft of the 

Housing Study being prepared by Community Partners research, Inc.   

   

7. (D) Consideration of recommending to the City Council that it give consideration to supporting via a resolution 

certain proposed improvement projects that were submitted by stakeholders under the Corridors for Commerce 

program.   

 

Action taken:  M/S/P 4-1 (Sweep opposed) (Nord/Sparks) to approve the list of the three projects as detailed in 

City Resolution No. 2018-008 and to recommend the same to the City Council for its consideration of adoption. 

 

7. (E) Consideration of approving the Final Plat for the South Hawk Creek Business Park Addition.  The 

Commissioners reviewed a copy of a rough draft of the Final Plat as based upon the Preliminary Plat that the 

Planning Commission had initialy approved on April 3, 2017.  

 

Action taken:  M/S/P 5-0 (Sweep/Sparks) to approve the fundamental concepts of the Final Plat for the South 

Hawk Creek Business Park and to recommend the same to the City Council for their approval.    

 

8.  Appearance of Interested Citizens—None. 

 

9.  Announcement—Chairman Rud reminded the Commissioners of the next regular meeting as scheduled for 

Wednesday, May 2, 2018, 7:00 pm. 

 

10.  Adjournment—Upon recognizing that there was no additional business to be considered, M/S/P 5-0 

(Speiser/Sparks) to adjourn this meeting.  Upon recognition of the passage of the motion by Chairman Rud, the 

Chair then declared the meeting to be adjourned as of 7:48 P.M.  

 

APPROVED ON: _______________________________ 

 

ATTEST: _____________________________________ 

       Winthro C. Block, City Administrator 


