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MEETING MINUTES 
 

CLARA CITY 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

Wednesday 

March 7, 2018 

7:00 PM 

 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

CLARA CITY, MINNESOTA 
 

Members present:  Philip Rud, Troy Sweep, Victor Sparks, LeAnn Nord and Nate Speiser 

 

Members absent:  None 

 

Staff present:  Julie Aalfs (Deputy Clerk) 

 

Others present:  Mike Amborn (Rodeberg & Berryman, Inc) 

 

 
1. Call to Order—By Chairman Philip Rud at 7:00 P.M.  Rud, without objection, who also declared a Quorum as 

being present. 

  

2.  Additions/Deletions/Modifications to Agenda 

 

Action taken: Upon recognizing that there are no additions/deletions/modifications to the Agenda 

Chairman Rud, without objection, declared the Agenda to be approved as presented. 

 

3.  Approval of Minutes. 

 

3. (A) Regular Meeting Minutes for February 7, 2018 

 

Action taken:  M/S/P 5-0 (Rud/Nord) to approve the Meeting Minutes for the February 7, 2018 Regular 

Meeting of the Planning Commission as presented. 

 

4.  Communications and Correspondence—None. 

 

5.  Reports from Administrative Officers and/or Staff—None. 

 

6.  Public Hearing—None. 

 

7. General Business 

  

7. (A) Consideration of approving “Application for Construction Permit(s)” for the following applicant(s)— 

 

l. Kyle Goeman, 26 NW First Ave--Installation of a “Canopy/Marquee” style of sign for Salon 

Alainn over the front entrance--Work to be done by Rural Fabrics with the oversight of Kyle 

Goeman--Project value of $250.00--Permit fee of $15.00 

 

Action taken:  M/S/P 5-0 (Sparks/Speiser) to approve the “Application for Construction Permit” as 

presented and listed above. 

 

7. (B) Consideration of receiving an update on the Lion’s Legacy Park Improvement Project from staff. 
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Action taken:  Deputy Clerk Julie Aalfs updated the Committee on the latest information received from 

Laurie Dieken of the Lions Club. The Bernick’s Grant money to be received is now arriving later than 

first expected. It should be mailed to recipients on or about March 9, 2018. Staff replied to Ms. Dieken 

with questions pertaining to the next step of the project. Concerns the City have included 1) Who will be 

the actual buyer of the equipment, Lion’s Club or City of Clara City 2) If City, will bids need to be 

accepted 3) Exact placement of the Park 4) Signage. These are items that need to presented and 

approved before any equipment can be ordered. Staff hopes to hear from Ms. Dieken soon to answer 

these questions and others. Further update will be presented at next meeting.  

 

7. (C) Consideration of reviewing the four (4) major areas as listed below which seemingly have the 

greatest potential for being designated as the area(s) of choice for the development of new housing.  One of 

the charges for the Planning Commission is to help make certain that the City expends its funds on 

infrastructure improvements in the most beneficial and cost-effective manner as possible.  Three of the four 

sites are currently within the City Limits.  The public infrastructure may include, but is not limited to, such 

items as: (1) streets, roads, and bridges, (2) water utilities, (3) sanitary sewer utilities, (4) storm sewer 

utilities, (5) sidewalks, (6) natural gas utilities, (7) electrical utilities, (8) communication utilities, (9) park 

& recreational spaces, and (10) street lighting.  While some of these may be the responsibility of the private 

sector, the City will still be responsible for making sure that any such utilities or services are indeed 

available at a reasonable cost.  The desired outcome from this exercise will be to develop the Planning 

Commission’s consensus and findings as to which area or areas, if developed, might provide the city with 

its “greatest bang for the buck,” and if so, for what type or types of housing.  Michael Amborn, the City’s 

Consulting Civil Engineer form Rodeberg & Berryman, Inc., was in attendance to help formulate the 

Commission’s findings.  He shared with the committee the status of water and sewer availability in the four 

(4) areas considered for potential housing developments.   

 

Area A:  The Condon Farm Property--this property has water and sewer available for the 

extension to the West, connecting to previously installed hook-ups. This area would be very low 

cost to the City to have ready for platting.   

 

Area B:  The DuHoux Farm Property--this property would be accessible to water and sewer 

utilities that serve the Hawk Creek Acres development. Drainage for the area would be easily 

attained with Hawk Creek relatively close by.  

 

Area C:  The Klinghagen Farm Property--this property would be the most challenging and 

expensive to prepare for development. There would be no loop system- connections would need to 

come across the road back to the first home (L. Schwitters) by the Hawk Creek Acres 

development. This property would also need to have a lift station installed for even flow. Flooding 

could also be a factor on this property. 

 

Area D:  The Pieper Farm Property--this property does have water and sewer hookups available 

close to County Rd 2. 

 

Action taken:  At this time, the Planning Commission did not make a choice as to which property they 

felt would be the best area for our community to develop. They would like to first receive and interpret 

the findings of the Housing Study in order to better know what our community’s needs really are. 

Hence, no formal action was neither taken nor requested.   

 

8.  Appearance of Interested Citizens—None. 

 

9.  Announcements—The next regular meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 4, 2018, 7:00 pm. 

 

10.  Adjournment—Upon recognizing that there was no additional business to be considered, Chairman Rud, 

without objection, declared this meeting of the Planning Commission to be adjourned as of 7:45 P.M. 

 

APPROVED ON: _______________________________ 

 

ATTEST: _____________________________________ 

          Winthro C. Block, City Administrator 


