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MEETING MINUTES 
 

CLARA CITY 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

Wednesday 

February 7, 2018 

7:00 PM 

 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

CLARA CITY, MINNESOTA 

 

Members present:  Philip Rud, Troy Sweep, Victor Sparks, and LeAnn Nord 

 

Members absent:  Nathan Speiser (excused) 

 

Staff present:  Julie Aalfs and Windy Block 

 

Others present:  None 

 

 
1. Call to Order—By Chairman Philip Rud at 7:00 P.M.  Rud, without objection, declared a Quorum as being 

 present. 

 

1. (A) Oath of Office--Administrator Block administered the Oath of Office to the following: 

 

1. Philip Rud (3-year term ending 12/31/2020) 

  

2.  Additions/Deletions/Modifications to Agenda 

 

Action taken:  M/S/P 4-0 (Sweep/Sparks) to approve the draft Meeting Agenda for this meeting as 

presented with the additional of Agenda Item No. 7 (E) Bridge Structure Inventory Report.  

 

3.  Approval of Minutes. 

 

3. (A) Regular Meeting Minutes for January 3, 2018. 

 

Action taken:  M/S/P 4-0 (Nord/Sparks) to approve the Meeting Minutes for the January 3, 2018 

Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission. 

 

4.  Communications and Correspondence—None. 

 

5.  Reports from Administrative Officers and/or Staff—None. 

 

6.  Public Hearing—None. 

 

7. General Business 

  

7. (A) Consideration of approving “Application for Construction Permit(s)” for the following applicant(s)—

None as of Friday, February 2, 2018, at 4:00 P.M. 

 

Action taken:  Inasmuch as there were no applications to be considered, there was no action taken.  

 

7. (B) Consideration of reviewing and developing a recommendation to the City Council regarding the 

advisability from a planning point of view for the City to proceed with the implementation of all or certain 
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portions of the 2018 Utility & Street Improvements Project as detailed in the Preliminary Engineering 

Report, dated January 5, 2018.  One of the many responsibilities of the Planning commission is to advise 

the City Council as to the worthiness of proposed public improvements.  In particular, the Planning 

Commission is charged with overseeing and trying to maintain the integrity of the Comprehensive Plan, via 

a process of balancing the Comprehensives Plan’s goals, objectives, and strategies with the work plans of 

the City.  The Council will be looking to receive a recommendation from the Planning Commission and 

others regarding the proposed improvements.  The recommendation may perhaps also include a ranking of 

the three (3) component parts of the proposed 2018 Utility & Street Improvements Project.  Deputy Clerk 

Julie Aalfs presented a comprehensive overview of the proposed project and offered her viewpoint that the 

Low Road mill and overlay was the most important component of the overall project.  This was then 

followed by a thorough discussion of the proposed improvements.  

 

Action taken:  M/S/P 4-0 (Rud/Sweep) to recommend to the City Council the following: 1) the Planning 

Commission’s finding that the proposed 2018 Street & Utility Improvements Project is in compliance 

with and supportive of the City’s Comprehensive Plan and its goals, objectives, and strategies; 2) the 

Planning Commission’s finding that this is a timely improvement and should be considered under  the 

2018 Capital Improvement construction, and 3) the Planning Commission’s finding via a straw ballot 

that, in terms of order of importance, the projects rank in the following order of importance:  #1 = 

Project 1 – Center Avenue, from 5th Street NW to Highway 7 (Low Road); #2 = Project 2 – Center 

Avenue, from 5th Street NW to Main Street NW, from center Avenue to 2nd Avenue NW; and #3 = Project 

3 – Center Avenue, from Main Street to the bridge over Hawk Creek.        

 

7. (C) Consideration of receiving an update on the status of the Housing Study as being conducted by 

Community Partners Research, Inc.  

 

Action taken:  Administrator Block updated the Commissioners on the process that is being used for 

completing the Study, including reviewing a list of local persons interviewed for the Study, and indicated 

that a first draft may be forthcoming in a month or so.  There was no action requested nor taken. 

   

7. (D) Consideration of continuing discussion about the mission and purpose of the Planning Commission 

and the special risk litigation that can arise in the course of the Planning Commission doing its job. 

  

 Action taken:  There was no action requested nor taken. 

 

7. (E) Consideration of reviewing the Bridge Structure Inventory Report for Bridge ID 12508 (crossing 

Hawk Creek on Center Avenue East in Clara City).  Commissioner Victor Sparks assisted the Commission 

by walking the members through the report and explaining what some of the more important ratings 

measures are.  This bridge is a City responsibility and currently is listed on the Capital Improvement Plan 

inventory for consideration in 2019.  The estimated cost for replacement is $450-500,000.    

 

Action taken:  The voluntary presentation by Mr. Sparks was informational and educational only, and 

thus no action was requested nor taken. 

 

8.  Appearance of Interested Citizens—None. 

 

9.  Announcements—Chairman Rud remined the members of the following:  

 

9. (A) The next regular meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 7, 2018, 7:00 pm. 

 

10.  Adjournment—Upon recognizing that there was no additional business to be considered, Chairman Rud, 

without objection, declared this meeting of the Planning Commission to be adjourned as of 8:07 P.M. 

 

APPROVED ON: _______________________________ 

 

ATTEST: _____________________________________ 

       Winthro C. Block, City Administrator 

 


