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MEETING MINUTES 

 
CLARA CITY 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

Wednesday 

February 5, 2020 

7:00 PM 

 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

CLARA CITY, MINNESOTA 

 

Members present:  Philip Rud, Troy Sweep, LeAnn Nord, Davide Plagge, and Victor Sparks 

 

Members absent:  None 

 

Staff present:  Julie Aalfs (Deputy Clerk)  

 

Others present: None 

 

 
1. Call to Order—By Chairman Philip Rud at 7:00 p.m.  A Quorum was declared as being present. 

 

2.  Additions/Deletions/Modifications to Agenda- None 

 

3.  Approval of Minutes. 

 

3. (A) Regular Meeting Minutes for January 8, 2020. 

 

Action taken:  M/S/P 5-0 (Plagge/Sparks) to approve the Meeting Minutes for the Regular Meeting of 

January 8, 2020, as presented. 

 

4.  Communications and Correspondence—None. 

 

5.  Reports from Administrative Officers and/or Staff 

 

7. General Business 

  

7. (A) Consideration of approving “Application for Construction Permit(s)” for the following applicant: 

  

 1. Massoud Kazemzadeh, 531 1st St NE—rebuild front deck to entrance and build side entrance to 

 main level apartment, Work to be done by undetermined contractor as of yet, Project cost 

 $8,000.00, Permit Fee $50.00  

  

 

Action taken: M/S/P 5-0 (Rud/Sweep) to approve the applications for construction permits as presented.  

 

 

7. (B) Discussion on the Preliminary Engineering Report for the 2020 Street & Utility Improvements. This 

includes both South Division St (Bus garage road) and Division St N from 1st Ave NW to County Rd 

2, 4th Ave, from Division St to school parking lot. 
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No Action needed  Discussion only- Phil Rud speaking as a Citizens and employee of Wearda Implement 

 who is affected by the construction, commented that his hope is to see drive over curve along the implement 

 lot and also commented wondering if during the construction of the new road the high line wire could 

 either be raised or possibly buried. These comments will be directed to the engineer of the project for 

 further discussion.   

 

 

7. (C) Safe Routes to School Program-- Upper Minnesota Valley Regional Development    

 Commission, along with the City of Clara City, Staff of MACCRAY, a parent and a Maynard   

 School Board Member are working together to identify hazards within the school zone and   

 identify the friendliness of walking and biking to school.  An audit of each town has been   

 completed and findings will be put together as a MACCRAY plan to be used as a guide and   

 also to apply for further grants. 

 

 

No Action taken:  Deputy Clerk Julie Aalfs presented to the committee the Safe Routes to School program 

 meeting information held at the H.S. on Wednesday January 29th, 2020. The meeting was presented by 

 Chad Kingstrom and Kristi Reynolds from the RDC. Others present included staff and students from 

 MACCRAY, a School board member, a parent and Ashlie Johnson from SHIP. After discussing the 

 program, a walk audit around town was completed identifying the friendliness of walking and biking travel 

 routes to and from the school. Chad Kingstrom will be putting together all the data collected from the walk 

 and will  present a draft of the MACCRAY plan at the next meeting in March 2020. 

 

 

7. (D) Redevelopment of Old Junior High property. The City of Clara City and Chippewa County joining 

 forces in hope to eliminate the old Jr High Building which has lost more than 50% of its taxable market 

 value and to replace it with a planned unit development (PUD) which will feature single level town homes. 

 The Redevelopment Grant has been submitted for funds to help with the dismantle of the old building and 

 the City is working with a developer to complete the PUD. 

 

No Action needed   Discussion only 

 

 

8.  Appearance of Interested Citizens—None. 

 

9.  Announcement—President Rud reminded the Commissioners of the following:   

 

9. (A) Regular Planning Commission Meeting as scheduled for Wednesday, March 4, 2020 @ 7:00 pm. 

 

10.  Adjournment—M/S/P 5-0 (Sparks/Plagge) to adjourn this Planning Commission Meeting.  Upon recognizing 

the passage of the motion, President Rud declared the Meeting to be adjourned as of 7:29 p.m. 

 

 


