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MEETING MINUTES 

 
CLARA CITY 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

Wednesday 

January 8, 2020 

7:00 PM 

 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

CLARA CITY, MINNESOTA 

 

Members present:  Philip Rud, Troy Sweep, LeAnn Nord, Davide Plagge, and Victor Sparks 

 

Members absent:  None 

 

Staff present:  Julie Aalfs (Deputy Clerk)  

 

Others present:  

 

 
1. Call to Order—By Chairman Philip Rud at 7:00 p.m.  A Quorum was declared as being present. 

 

1. (A) Oath of Office—Deputy Clerk Julie Aalfs administered the Oath of Office for the following: 

 

1. LeAnn Nord (3-year term ending 12/31/2022) 

 

2. David Plagge (3-year term ending 12-31-2022) 

 

1. (B) Reorganization and “Election of Officers” for 2020 as required by the By-Laws.  

 

Action taken:  M/S/P 5-0 (Sweep/Nord) to nominate and retain Philip Rud as the 2020 Planning 

Commission Chairperson and (Plagge/Sparks) to nominate and retain Troy Sweep as the 2020 Vice 

Chairperson, such to include: 

 

1. Chairperson – Philip Rud 

2. Vice Chairperson – Troy Sweep  

3. Secretary – City Administrator Windy Block (per Ordinance).  

  

2.  Additions/Deletions/Modifications to Agenda- None 

 

3.  Approval of Minutes. 

 

3. (A) Regular Meeting Minutes for December 4, 2019 

 

Action taken:  M/S/P 5-0 (Sweep/Nord) to approve the Meeting Minutes for the Regular Meeting of 

December 4, 2019, as presented. 

 

4.  Communications and Correspondence—None. 

 

5.  Reports from Administrative Officers and/or Staff— Deputy Clerk, Julie Aalfs informed the committee of 

agreement between Chippewa County and the City of Clara City apply for a Grant thru the DEED for help with 

funding for the demolition of the Old Jr High Building with an end plan to work with developers to build one-

level townhomes. The City if working along with the RDC to complete the grant application by the deadline of 

February 3, 2020. 
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7. General Business 

  

7. (A) Consideration of approving “Application for Construction Permit(s)” for the following applicant: 

  

  1.    Harlan Doesken., 310 S Main St—remove and re-shingle home and garage (garage a later 

date)— Work to be done by Mike McNeil Construction (garage self-improvement) —Project Cost 

$10,000.00—Permit Fee $25.00— 

 

                 2.    Crossroads Truck Stop, 450 Hwy 7 SE, Change all signage from green BP signs to red, white 

and blue    Holiday signs. 17 signs will be changed. Work to be done by Indigo Signworks from Sauk 

Rapids Mn, Project Cost not received as of yet. Permit Fee to be determined.  

 

 3.    Crossroads Truck Stop. 450 Hwy 7 SE, Addition of vestibule to exterior of the building along 

 with   interior remodel also, work to be completed by Erickson Roed & Associates from St Paul MN, 

 Complete project cost $320,000.00 (including interior remodel), Permit Fee to be determined.   

 

Action taken: M/S/P 5-0 (Rud/Plagge) to approve the applications for construction permits as presented 

 with the fee amounts still pending to be determined by staff when information is received.  

 

 

7. (B) Continued discussion regarding the Skate Park and grants available thru the Land Water and 

Conservation Fun or the Community Block Development Grant. 

 

 Discussion was held regarding the Grant companies that Mark Miller shared with the City and 

the cost of the project. It was decided to speak with Mark Miller and the boys wanting this 

expansion to express that some fund raising of some sort should be done to help with any cost 

above what a possible grant does not cover. Suggestion was made to also contact the Clara City 

Lions Club to see if there would be interest in helping with fund raising or if they have any grant 

connections for this type of project A letter will be sent to Mark Miller and the Lions Club by staff.  

 

 7. (C) Consideration of approving the “2020 Meeting Schedule” for the Planning Commission. 

  

 Action taken: M/S/P 5-0 (Plagge/Sparks) to approve the 2020 Meeting Schedule for the Planning 

 Commission as presented.  

 

 

7. (D) Mayor Nelson along with the City Council approved the creation of an ad hoc Housing                                      

Commission and approved the appointment of members which include, David Plagge, David Groff, 

Massoud Kazmenzedah, Janet Bosch, Steve Condon, Lowell Schwitters, Sharon Schwitters. This 

group will meet periodically and go thru the Housing Study completed in 2018 and report back to 

the City Council at the April 2020 meeting with ideas and options.   

 

Information only- the first meeting of the Ad Hoc Housing Commission will be Monday January 13, 

2020 at 5:30 p.m. here at City Hall 

 

8.  Appearance of Interested Citizens—None. 

 

9.  Announcement—President Rud reminded the Commissioners of the following:   

 

9. (A) Regular Planning Commission Meeting as scheduled for Wednesday, February 5,2020 @ 7:00 pm. 

 

10.  Adjournment—M/S/P 5-0 (Sweep/Sparks) to adjourn this Planning Commission Meeting.  Upon recognizing 

the passage of the motion, President Rud declared the Meeting to be adjourned as of 7:29 p.m. 

 

 


