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MEETING MINUTES 
 

CLARA CITY 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

Wednesday 

January 3, 2018 

7:00 PM 

 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

CLARA CITY, MINNESOTA 

 

Members present:  Nathan Speiser, Victor Sparks, and LeAnn Nord 

 

Members absent:  Philip Rud (excused) and Troy Sweep (excused) 

 

Staff present:  Julie Aalfs (Deputy Clerk) and Windy Block (Administrator) 

 

Others present:  Michael Amborn, PE (Rodeberg & Berryman, Inc.) and Steve Kubista, PE (Chippewa County 

Highway Engineer) 

 

 
1. Call to Order—By Vice Chairman Nathan Speiser at 7:00 P.M.  A Quorum of the Planning Commission was 

declared as being present. 

 

1. (A) Oath of Office—The Chair directed that this Agenda Item be tabled until the next regular meeting 

of the Planning Commission due to the excused absence of Mr. Rud. 

 

1. Philip Rud (3-year term ending 12/31/2020) 

 

1. (B) Reorganization and “Election of Officers” for 2018 as required by the By-Laws.   Vice Chairman 

Speiser declared that elections were open and requested nominations for the positions that are subject to 

this election, including: 

 

1. Chairperson – Sparks entered the name of Philip Rud for Chairperson. 

 

Action taken:  M/S/P 3-0 (Nord/Sparks) to direct that nominations for Chairperson be 

closed and that a unanimous ballot be cast for Philip Rud as the Chairperson for 2018. 

 

2. Vice Chairperson – Nord entered the name of Troy Sweep as Vice Chairperson. 

 

Action taken:  M/S/P (Nord/Sparks) to direct that nominations for Vice Chairperson be 

closed and that a unanimous ballot be cast for Troy Sweep as the Vice Chairperson for 

2018. 

 

3. Secretary – Chair Speiser noted that the City Administrator will so serve (per Ordinance). 

  

2.  Additions/Deletions/Modifications to Agenda 

 

Action taken:  Upon a request from Vice Chair Speiser as to whether or not there were any 

additions/deletions/modifications for this meeting and hearing none, Vice Chair Speiser, without 

objection, declared the draft Agenda to be approved as the final Agenda for this meeting.   

 

3.  Approval of Minutes 

 

3. (A) Meeting Minutes for the December 6, 2017, regular Planning Commission Meeting. 
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Action taken:  M/S/P 3-0 (Nord/Sparks) to approve the Meeting Minutes for the regular Planning  

Commission Meeting of December 6, 2017, as presented.  

 

4.  Communications and Correspondence—None. 

 

5.  Reports from Administrative Officers and/or Staff—None. 

 

6.  Public Hearing—None. 

 

7. General Business 

  

7. (A) Consideration of approving “Application for Construction Permit(s)” for the following: 

 

1. Billie Jo Rassatt, 411 SW First St.—Re-shingle house with asphalt shingles—Work to be 

done by owner self-improvement—Project cost of $6,200—Permit fee of $25.00. 

 

2. LeAnn & Jim Essendrup, 210 7th Ave. NE—Construction of a new home consisting of 2,079 

SF of house plus 1,080 SF of garage space utilizing a slab on grade design—Work to be done 

by Niemeyer Construction—Project cost of $280,000—Permit fee of $1,700.00. Note: This 

applicant is still in the process of finalizing their application and paying for it. 

 

Action taken:  M/S/P 3-0 (Sparks/Speiser) to approve the two (2) Applications for Construction Permits 

as listed immediately above. 

 

7. (B) Consideration of discussing a request as received from the County Highway Department regarding 

the possible closing of the access opening to the frontage road as it currently exists at the intersection of 

MN Highway 23 and County Road #2 and immediately adjacent to the Wild Hare business facility.  Steve 

Kubista, the Chippewa County Highway Engineer and Mike Amborn of Rodeberg & Berryman, Inc., the 

City Engineer, were in attendance and led the discussion of this possible public improvement.  Kubista 

reminded the group that the County would be fairly active in the community over the next three (3) years, 

including: 2018 – Repair of the Railroad Crossing and city sidewalk replacement; 2019 – County-wide 

PED repair and replacement project in addition to the bridge repair on CR# 2 on South Main Street; and 

2020 – An extensive mill and overlay project of County Road #2from one end to the other of Clara City.  It 

was also stated that the modifications as being proposed to this intersection would probably take about two 

(2) months for their completion.      

 

Action taken:    Following a wide-ranging discussion about this possible closure, the Chair declared that 

it appeared that it was the consensus of the Planning Commission that Steve Kubista, Chippewa County 

Engineer, be given adequate time for his meeting with the MNDOT personnel regarding their thoughts 

regarding this intersection and the proposed changes, after which the Planning Commission will then 

once again undertake additional discussion about possib0le changes to the intersection, including the 

road closure.  No additional action was taken nor requested and staff will work with Mr. Kubista to 

determine the proper time for the placing of this item back on a future agenda.  

 

7. (C) Consideration of preparing for the upcoming Comprehensive Housing Study which has previously 

been awarded in response to the City’s Request for Qualification and Proposal (RFQ&P) for a 

Comprehensive Housing Study.  The winning submittal of Community Partners Research, Inc. has been 

engaged by the City and they are planning to launch into the study process on or around January 15, 2018.  

The goal of this meeting is to have a final look at the Planning Commission’s expectations for outcomes of 

this study.  Discussion was held. 

 

Action taken:  This was a discussion item only and no specific action was requested nor taken.  The 

Commissioners shared their availability over the coming couple of months for further work on the study.   

   

7. (D) Consideration of continuing discussion about the mission and purpose of the Planning Commission 

and the special risk litigation that can arise in the course of the Planning Commission doing its job. 
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 Action taken:  Due to the absence of two of the Planning Commissioners, there was only a brief 

discussion and no formal action was taken nor requested.  

 

8.  Appearance of Interested Citizens—None. 

 

9.  Announcements—Chairman Speiser reminded the Commissioners of the following:   

 

9. (A) The next regular meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 7, 2018, 7:00 pm. 

 

10.  Adjournment—Upon recognizing that there was additional business to be considered, M/S/P 3-0 

(Sparks/Nord) to adjourn this meeting of the Planning Commission.  As such, Chairman Speiser declared the 

meeting to be adjourned as of 7:58 P.M. 

 

 

APPROVED ON: _______________________________ 

 

ATTEST: _____________________________________ 

       Winthro C. Block, City Administrator 


