CITY OF CLARA CITY
PLANNING COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING

Wednesday, May 3, 2017
City Hall

This Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission of Clara City was called to order by Chairman Philip Rud on
Wednesday, May 3, 2017, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall in Clara City, MN.

Commissioners present: Philip Rud, Troy Sweep, Vic Sparks, Nathan Speiser, and LeAnn Nord
Members absent: None.

Staff present: Judy Gosseling (Deputy Clerk)

Others present: None

Chairman Rud declared a quorum to be present.

Following a request from the Chair for any desired changes, deletions, or additions to the draft agenda, if was moved by
Speiser and seconded by Sweep to approve the Meeting Agenda with the addition of Agenda Items No. 7 (A-12)
Construction Permit for Roger Kortgard, 431 I St. NE; No. 7 (A-13) Construction Permit for Gary Slagter, 335 .
Main St.; and No. 7 (4-14) Construction Permit for Thissen Development, 438 SW 2" St.. The motion passed 5-0.

The minutes from the previous regular meeting were then considered under Agenda Item No. 3 (A). It was moved by
Speiser and seconded by Sparks to approve the Minutes of the Regular Planning Commission Meeting held on April
5, 2017, as presented. The motion passed 5-0.

Under Agenda Item No. 4 “Communications and Correspondence,” there were no items to be considered.
At Agenda Item No. 5 “Reports from Officers and Staff,” there were no items to be considered.

Under Agenda Item No. 6 “Public Hearings,” there was one public hearings scheduled to be heard. Chairman Rud
called the Public Hearing to order at 7:03 P.M. and announced the following:

Notice has been hereby given that on Wednesday, May 3, 2017, at 7:00 P.M., in the Council Room of City Hall, Clara
City, Minnesota, the Clara City Planning Commission will conduct a Public Hearing on the Application for Variance as
submitted by Jason Groen, 126 East Center Avenue, Clara City, MN 56222. By code, this lot is considered to be a
substandard lot due to its minimal 50-foot lot width. A variance is necessary in order to facilitate the Applicant’s
desired roofing improvements, including an expanded overhang by one foot to his single-family home at this location.
This improvement, as proposed, will require a variance of one (1) foot from the existing 3.5 feet in order to allow any
new portion of the proposed improvement to be constructed on the west side within the restricted side yard area.
Chairman Rud inquired if there was anyone in attendance who wished to address the Planning Commission regarding
this proposed variance application. No one requested to be recognized.

Following additional questions and discussion, the Chair asked again if there was anyone else wanting to address the
Commission. Hearing no such requests, Chairman Rud declared the Public Hearing to be closed as of 7:10 P.M. He
then directed that Agenda Item No. 7 (B) be brought forward on the Agenda for consideration at this time.

At Agenda Item No. 7 (B), consideration was next given to approving or rejecting the Application for a Variance as
submitted by Jason Groen, 126 East Center Avenue, Clara City, MN 56222. By code, the applicant’s lot is considered
to be a substandard lot due to its minimal 50-foot lot width. A variance is necessary in order to facilitate the
Applicant’s desired roofing improvements, including an expanded overhang by one foot to his single-family home at
this location. This improvement, as proposed, will require a variance of one (1) foot from the existing 3.5 feet in order
to allow any new portion of the proposed improvement to be constructed on the west side within the restricted side yard
area.
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Following the review and additional questions, it was moved by Speiser and seconded by Sweep to approve the
issuance of a Variance to Jason Groen, 126 East Center Avenue, Clara City, MN 56222, thereby reducing the
required side yard on the west property line from the existing 3 & ¥ feet to 2 & % feet. The motion carried 5-0.

Upon returning to the regular Agenda at Agenda Item No. 7 (A) “Applications for a Construction Permit,” and
following a review of the application(s), it was moved by Rud and seconded by Speiser to approve the Construction
Permit(s) for the following applicant(s):

1. Ron Thomton, 221 NW 2nd Ave.—Re-shingle house with asphalt shingles after removal of old shingles—Work to
be done by owner self-improvement—~Project cost of $10,000.00—Permif fee of $25.00.

2. Wayne Fragodt, 427 SW 3rd St.—Install a 4-foot high natural wooden fence that is interspersed with arborvitae
shrubs for a total length of approximately 32 feet—Work to be done by Allan Allan (freelance installer)—Project
cost of 4300.00—~Permit fee of $25.00.

3. Jack Sparks, 131 SW 3rd Ave.—Re-shingle house with asphalt shingles after removal of the old shingles—Work
to be done by Niemeyer Construction—~Project cost of $10,500.00—Permit fee of $25.00.

4. Justin Keller, 330 SW 2nd St.—Installation of a a 30’ X 40’ gravel parking lot plus the installation of a pre-built
12’ X 32’ garden shed (by Premier) with metal roof—Work to be done by owner self-improvement—Project cost
of $1,400—Permit fee of $125.00 (325 + $100).

5. Jerry & Lois Kluver, 201 NE 7th Ave.—Construction of a new one level single family home on a slab grad—
Work to be done by Lee Hagemeyer and Jeff Koenen Construction—Project cost of 300,000—Permit fee of
31,700 (3750+ 8750 +$200).

6. Zimmerman Family Trust (U.S. Post Office), 218 Center Drive—Re-shingle roof with asphalt shingles after
removing the old shingles—Work to be done by Maverick Construction (BC5572)—Project cost of $10,000—
Permit fee of $25.00.

7. Jeff Davids, 627 2nd St. NE—Construction of a 12’ X 16 ‘ X 7’ garden shed with cement floor and foundation--
Work to be done by owner self-improvement—~Project cost of $3,500—Permit fee of $100.00.

8. Jen Olson, 414 First St. SW—Re-shingle house with asphalt shingles after removing old shingles—Work to be
done by Ryan Olson Construction, LLC--Project cost of $3,500—Permit fee of $25.00.

9. Ardis Ostendorf, 327 SW Ist St.—Re-siding of house and garage with smart siding (a composite siding product)—
Work to be done by owner self-improvement w/ Ryan Olson Construction—~Project cost of $14,000—Permit fee
of $25.00.

10. Elva Hinrichs, 75 NW 4th St—Re-shingle house with asphalt shingles (pewter color) after removal of old
shingles—Work to be done by Lee Hagemeyer Construction—Project cost of $7,000—Permit fee of $25.00.

11. Randy Harguth (Clara City Electric), 14 NW 2nd Ave.—Installation of a 12-foot wide overhead garage door with
a new concrete access driveway to match—Work to be done by contractor which is yet to be determined—Project
cost of $3,500-—Permit fee of $25.00.

12. Roger Kortgard, 431 First St. NE—Re-shingle house—Work to be done by owner self-improvement—nProject
cost of 3600—Permit fee of $25.00.

13. Gary Slagter, 335 S. Main St—Re-shingle house and garage with asphalt shingles—Work to be done by Dan
Cronen Construction—nProject cost of $7,500.00—Permit fee of $25.00.

14. Thissen Development, 438 SW 2nd St.—Re-shingle existing garage w/ steel (brown color)—Work to be done by
Thissen Development—~Project cost of $800.00—Permit fee of $25.00.

The motion passed 5-0.
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At Agenda Item No. 7 (C), consideration was next given to acknowledging a request for the withdrawal of the original
application for a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) as received from Evan Carlson, representative of Innovative Power
Systems, with regard to their proposed construction of the Stamer Community Solar Gardens. As recalled, the original
application was unanimously denied at the April 55, 2017 Planning Commission Meeting and was awaiting final action
at the City Council Meeting on May 9, 2017, at which it had been tabled per the request of the Applicant. Further, the
applicant is now seeking approval for a CUP for a revised site which is located at the NW corner of the same parcel
which is identified as PIN #30-807-4100. If the Commission acknowledges the withdrawal of the initial application and
finds the replacement application from Innovative Power Systems to be worthy of additional consideration, then it may
be appropriate to approve a motion ordering a Public Hearing on the replacement application and the revised proposed
project site and direct staff to implement the necessary steps for a Public Hearing to be held on the replacement
application at the June 7, 2017 Planning Commission Hearing. Upon completion of discussion, if was moved by
Speiser and seconded by Nord to acknowledge and approve the request as received from Innovative Power Systems
Jor their withdrawal of their original application for a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for the Stamer Solar Garden,
such to be located in the southeast corner of Parcel No. 30-807-4100. The motion passed 5-0.

1t was then moved by Sparks and seconded by Sweep to establish a Public Hearing for Wednesday, June 7, 2017,
7:00 p.m. for the Planning Commission’s consideration of granting a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for a revised
Application for the installation of a I-megawatt Stamer Solar Garden in the upper northwest quadrant of Tax Parcel
No. 30- 807-4100. The motion passed 5-0.

At Agenda Item No. 7 (D), consideration was given to further discussing the mission and purpose of the Planning
Commission and the special risk of litigation that can arise in the course of the Planning Commission doing its job. The
Commissioners had previously reviewed two handouts, one entitled “Planning and Zoning 101” and the other “Land
Use and Special Risk Litigation.” Upon a question from staff, no one else has yet completed the online training module
entitled “Land Use Basics: Grasping the Ground Rules” and presented a copy of the Certificate of Completion to the
City Administrator. The remaining members indicated that they would attempt to complete the training soon. No
Jurther action was taken nor requested at this time.

Under Agenda Item No. 7 (E), consideration was given to receiving information regarding a proposed demolition of an
existing house at 318 2nd Street SW and the construction of a new house. The supporting information and a viable
application had been received and were judged to be adequate enough for the Planning Commission to consider both the
demolition and a Construction Permit in order to enable the project to move forward at a reasonable pace. Following
discussion, it was moved by Speiser and seconded by Sparks to deny the Application for Construction Permit as
received from Wayne & Marilyn Rhode, 318 2 St. SW, Clara City, MN, seeking the City’s permission to demolish
the existing house at this location and to construct a new home, based upon the Planning Commission’s finding that
the new home, as designed and proposed, does not meet the required setbacks for the front and side yards. The
motion carried 5-0. It was also the consensus of the Planning Commissioners that the Applicant should be given their
suggestion that the plans for the new house should be redesigned or the necessary variances applied for.

At Agenda Item No. 7 (F), consideration was next given to a Site Plan Review, drafted and distributed on May 3, 2017,
as based upon submittals by Brad Hebrink on behalf of Farmer’s Co-op Oil Co., 200 Hwy 7, Clara City. In summary,
the project involves the demolition of an existing 46 X 60° worn-out garage building and its replacement with a modern
56° X 70’ steel-sided building which will become the new location and home for the NAPA Auto Parts Store of Clara
City. Following questions and discussion, it was moved by Rud and seconded by Sparks to approve the Site Plan
Review, drafted May 3, 2017, for the Farmer’s Co-op Oil Co., 200 Hwy 7, Clara City, involving the proposed
demolition of an existing 46’ X 60’ worn-out garage and its replacement with a modern 56’ X 70’ steel-sided
building which will become the new location and home for the NAPA Auto Parts Store of Clara City, such said
approval subject to the following conditions, including:

1. The receipt and approval by the City of an Application for Construction Permit.

2. An understanding, if applicable, that the business is allowed a one-year period of surface settling in the
driving and parking areas prior to fulfilling the requirement that these surfaces must then be adequately
paved with asphalt or concrete.

3. The receipt and review by the City of the final exterior and lot lighting plans.

4. The receipt and review of the final drainage plan plus approval by the City’s Consulting Civil Engineer.

5. The receipt and review by the City of the final landscaping plans.

6.  The receipt and approval by the City of the final signage and parking plans.

The motion carried 5-0.
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Under the Appearance of Interested Citizens section, no one requested to be recognized.

The Chair then reminded the Commissioners that the next regular meeting of the Planning Commission is scheduled for
Wednesday, June 7, 2017, 7:00 P.M. at City Hall.

Hearing no other business, it was moved by Sweep and seconded by Speiser to adjourn the meeting. The motion was
adopted 5-0 and Chairman Rud declared the meeting to be adjourned at 7:35 p.m.

APPROVED ON:

ATTEST:

Winthro C. Block, City Administrator
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