CITY OF CLARA CITY
PLANNING COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING

Wednesday, February 1, 2017
City Hall

This Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission of Clara City was called to order by Chairman Philip Rud on
Wednesday, February 1, 2017, at 7:02 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall in Clara City, MN.

Commissioners present: Philip Rud, Nathan Speiser, Troy Sweep, Vic Sparks and LeAnn Nord
Members absent: None

Staff present: Windy Block (City Administrator)

Others present: None

Chairman Rud declared a quorum to be present.

Following a request for any desired changes, deletions, or additions to the draft agenda and hearing none, Chairman
Rud, without objection, declared the Meeting Agenda to be approved as presented.

The minutes from the previous regular meeting were then considered under Agenda Item No. 3 (A). It was moved by
Speiser and seconded by Sparks to approve the Minutes of the Regular Planning Commission Meeting held on
January 4, 2017, as presented. The motion passed 5-0.

Under Agenda Item No. 4 “Communications and Correspondence,” there were no items to be considered.
At Agenda Item No. 5 “Reports from Officers and Staff,” there were no items to be considered.
Under Agenda Item No. 6 “Public Hearings,” there were no public hearings scheduled to be heard.

At Agenda Item No. 7 (A) “Applications for a Construction Permit,” following a review of the application(s), it was
moved by Rud and seconded by Speiser to approve the Construction Permit(s) for the following applicant(s):

1. Lucas Doesken, 311 2" St. SW—Installation of new asphalt shingles and the re-siding with vinyl of an
existing house—Work to be done by Layman Construction—~Project cost of $135,000—Permit fee of 350.00.

The motion passed 5-0.

Under Agenda Item No. 7 (B), consideration was given to beginning a dialogue about possible solutions for concerns
with the City’s current process, or lack thereof, for monitoring rental housing to ensure its livability and a stabilized
market value. It was noted that this subject has become heightened by the ongoing deterioration that is occurring with
the former junior high school rental property. The Commission reviewed copies of a sample building code from the
City of Montevideo and a packet of information as received from Countryside Public health with regard to their review
of the Caring Bridge (former Junior High School) Property at 423 N. Main Street in Clara City. A good discussion
ensued with a focus on the main recommendation of the letter from Kristin Lee, Environmental Health Director for
Countryside Public Health, to the City that “...the City of Clara City contract with an area Building Official or, if that is
not possible, the use of a recognized area Commercial Building Contractor, to evaluate this building (or portions of this
building) (the Caring Bridge Building at 423 N. Main St.) for suitability of continued occupancy.” Prior to taking any
further action on the possibility of implementing a Housing Code, the consensus of the Commission was that this
agenda item should also be placed on the next Planning Commission Agenda as well for further debate and
discussion.

As for the specific issue concerning the former Junior High Building, a discussion ensued regarding the history of the

structure and its unfinished intended renovation as well as the content of the letter received from Kristin Lee of
Countryside Public Health. Following that discussion, it was moved by Rud and seconded by Speiser to recommend
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to the City Council that the City pursue the suggestion of Kristin Lee for the conducting of a certified inspection
and evaluation of the Caring Bridge Facility at 423 N. Main Street, Clara City, MN as to its suitability for continued
occupancy. The motion passed 5-0.

At Agenda Item No. 7 (C), consideration was given to receiving and discussing some orientation information about the
mission and purpose of the Planning Commission and the special risk litigation that can arise in the course of the
Planning Commission doing its job. The members reviewed two handouts, one entitled “Planning and Zoning 101" and
the other “Land Use and Special Risk Litigation.” Staff also provided the members with a handout entitle “Land Use
Incentive Program” and encouraged the Commissioners to consider participating in an online training course entitled
“Land use Basics, Grasping the Ground Rules.” The Commissioners agreed to review the available training on their
own time and then to discuss it further at the next regular meeting. Hence, no additional action was taken nor requested
at this time. Staff was also asked to send out a reminder to all members about two weeks prior to the March 1 meeting.

Under Agenda Item No. 7 (D), consideration was given to reviewing the language and impact of City Ordinance No. 99
“Dividing the Area of the City of Clara City between an Urban service District and a Rural Service District.” The
Commissioners were led through a review of the issue via a Memorandum, dated February 1, 2017, which reviewed the
underlying issues of the concept. As this was intended to be an educational presentation only, no specific action was
taken nor requested.

Under the Appearance of Interested Citizens section, no one requested to be recognized.

The Chair then reminded the Commissioners that the next regular meeting of the Planning Commission is scheduled for
Wednesday, March 1, 2017, 7:00 P.M. at City Hall.

Hearing no other business, it was moved by Sweep and seconded by Sparks to adjourn the meeting. The motion was
adopted 5-0 and Chairman Rud declared the meeting to be adjourned at 8:08 p.m.

APPROVED ON:

ATTEST:

Winthro C. Block, City Administrator

Page 2 of 2 Minutes of Regular Planning Commission Meeting February 1, 2017



