MEETING MINUTES

CLARA CITY
CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING

Tuesday
July 9, 2024
6:30 PM

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS
CLARA CITY, MINNESOTA

Members present: Mayor Daniel Pieper, Rhonda Pieper, David Plagge, Mark
Miller and LeAnn Nord

Staff present: Julie Aalfs (City Administrator/Clerk), Jeff Stager (Public Works
Director), Berta Jensen (Administrative Clerk), Ashlie Wubben (Ambulance),
Shane Nord (Fire Chief) and Derek Olson (Sheriff)

Others present: Scott Ferguson (CC Herald)

1. Call to Order: By Mayor, Dan Pieper at 6:30 pm

Note: This meeting is being officially recorded. Any and all
commentary must be communicated through the microphone
attached to the speaker’s podium. Also, please silent all cell
phones and do not use during the meeting.

2. Additions/Deletions/Modifications to Agenda

Additions:
13K Resolution No. 2024-012 Appointing Election Judges
13L Request from Forstrom Family Foundation for paying invoices

Action taken: M/S/P 5-0 (Pieper/Plagge) to approve the additions to
the agenda as presented.
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3. Approval of Minutes

(A) Planning Commission — June 5, 2024 Cancelled
(B) EDA June 10, 2024

Action taken: M/S/P 5-0 (Pieper/Miller) to approve minutes as
presented.

(C) Regular Council meeting minutes June 11, 2024
Action taken: M/S/P 5-0 (Plagge/Miller) to approve the minutes
as presented with adding LeAnn Nord and being present at the

meeting.

4. Licenses and Permits:

(A) Review of the “Application for Zoning Permit(s)” for the month of
June 2024 approved by City Staff.

Action taken: M/S/P 5-0 (Plagge/Pieper) to approve the zoning
permits for June.

(B) Non-Consent License and Permit Items: None

5. Public Hearing

6. Correspondence, Notices and Communications:

7. Appearance of Citizens with Scheduled Items for City Council to
Consider: (Items must be included in the City Council Agenda to be
considered.)

8. Reports from Staff and Administrative Officers

(A) Public Works Department (Jeff Stager, Director of Public)

Jeff reported that they have been busy cleaning the city to get ready
for Prairie Fest, a citizen volunteered to paint the wooden picnic
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tables in the park and we are about half collected on the lead and
copper rule. It was suggested that the city crew and a few firemen set
up a time to go door to door to collect the remaining information
needed. Jeff will work on getting this arranged.

(B) Ambulance Service (Ashlie Wubben, director)

Ashlie reported there has been 107 calls year to date and some
members of the ambulance squad did training with the aquatic center
staff. A few members of the squad presented Paul Donner with a life

saving award for his quick response to someone choking at the Off
Center Tavern.

(C) Fire Department (Shane Nord, Fire Chief)

Chief Shane Nord requested that 2 applicants for spots on the fire
department be approved, they are Braden Hoekstra and Rian Dauer.

Action taken: M/S/P 5-0 (Pieper/Plagge) to approve the
applicants requested.

(D) Clara City Care Center (Matt Blum, Administrator)

(E) City Administrator/Clerk- Julie Aalfs

Julie reported that they are waiting on two different finance
companies to submit their proposal for assisting with the monthly
Jinance balancing and reports. Also, city hall will be closed at noon
on Monday, July 15" for staff to attend election judge training.
Julie also reported that they received a complaint from a resident
regarding a tree and the pond behind their home. Jeff Stager said
that they have looked at the tree and the next-door resident does not
want that tree removed which is actually on his property. Jeff also
stated he has a treatment for the pond and they will work on
spraying the area for weeds.

(F) Sheriff Department-

Page 3 of 8

July 9, 2024



Sheriff Olson reported that Deputy Cody Stock will be terminating his
employment with the Chippewa County Sheriff’s Dept so he will no
longer be patrolling Clara City. There are other deputies that will cover
on a regular basis.

Sheriff Olson also spoke on the contract for services stating there are no
major changes other than the credit the city received for the vehicles sold
the county are no longer. This contract agreement will be discussed
Surther at the August meeting. This has been tabled.

9. Reports from Boards, Commissions, Council Members and Mavyor:

(A) Planning Commission- July 3, 2024 cancelled
(B) EDA —July 8, 2024

(C) Council Members

(D) Mayor-

10. Appearance of Interested Citizens: Meeting Open to the Public to
Discuss Items NOT scheduled under Item 6. Please present yourself at the
podium and after being recognized by the mayor, clearly state your name and
address for the record, and then address your concern to the entire City
Council, doing so within a maximum of three (3) minutes. Your items of
concern will generally not be debated or discussed but may be assigned to staff
for further investigation.

11. Old Business:

12. New Business Consent Agenda: If acceptable, please approve the
Jollowing agenda items in one motion without further discussion. If not
acceptable, please request that any objectionable item(s) be moved to the end
of the New Business section of the agenda and then proceed to approve the
remaining item(s) in a single motion.

13. New Business

(A) Consideration of request and recommendation- DNG gas rates
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Action taken: M/S/P 5-0 (Plagge/Miller) to approve the rate
increase of 10-cent therm as requested starting after June 1, 2024
showing on the July 2024 billing, not to be retroactive back to
January 2024.

(B) Discussion regarding ongoing work on the water tower with Verizon.

Discussion only- emails have been continually threading between
Verizon, Bolten & Menk and the city regarding the broken welds
on top of the tower, who is fixing them, when and who is paying
for it. Staff will continue working with this to have the city
refunded for invoices paid so far for this maintenance and find
out a time frame of when it will be completed.

(C) Consideration of site plan review for Forstrom Family Foundation
and Citizens Alliance Bank Memorial Park and sign.

Action taken: M/S/P 5-0 (Pieper/Miller) to approve the site plan
and the building of a memorial park. Also approved to have city
staff post items on the marque sign that will be part of the park.

(D) Consideration of the purchase of new street signs.

Action taken: M/S/P 5-0 (Plagge/Miller) to approve staff find
another bid for the same number of signs and then compare and
order signs with the limit of $6,500.

(E) Consideration of a lean-to project at the warming house.

This item has been tabled so that more information can be found
regarding size and price.

(F) Consideration of proposed preliminary draft of the 2024 budget.
This item was discussion only. Staff and Council will continue to look
over the budget for any changes to be made for it needs to be certified

with the county on September 30, 2024. Council also asked to have a
excel version of the budget emailed to them for review.
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(G) Consideration of Resolution No. 2024-011 Accepting 2™ quarter

donations.

Action taken: M/S/P 5-0 (Pieper/Plagge) to approve Resolution

No. 2024-011.

(H) Consideration of Care Center Issues:
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1. Approval of new employee hire(s) and termination(s) for the

month period ending May 2024.

Action taken: M/S/P 5-0 (Pieper/Miller) to approve the
new hires and terminations.

. Acknowledgement of the Care Center’s Client Census Data for

May 2024.

Action taken: M/S/P 5-0 (Pieper/Miller) to acknowledge the
Care Center census which is at 32 at this meeting time.

. Acknowledgement and approval of the current Financial

Reporting Information and Documentation for the Care Center,
such including:

a) Balance Sheet for Clara City Care Center as of May 2024.

b) Actual vs Budget Statement of Operations for Care Center as
of May 2024.

¢) Accounts Receivable Aging Report as of May 2024.
Action taken: M/S/P 5-0 (Plagge/Miller) to approve the

financial reporting information and documentation for the
reports listed above.

. Approval of the AP Check Register of the Clara City Care

Center thru May 2024 in the total amount of $773,504.56 check
numbers 55129 thru 55261.
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Action taken: M/S/P 5-0 (Pieper/Miller) to approve the
monthly check register as presented.

S. Approval of the Care Center’s electronic payments for the
month of May 2024.

Action taken: M/S/P 5-0 (Pieper/Miller) to approve the
electronic payments for May 2024.

(I) Synopsis of closed session review and resignation of City
Administrator, Steve Jones.

(J) Synopsis of closed session review of City Clerk, Julie Aalfs.

Action taken: M/S/P 5-0 (Plagge/Nord) to approve the synopsis
for both Steve Jones and Julie Aalfs as presented.

(K) Consideration of Resolution No. 2024-012 Appointing election
judges for the August and November 2024 elections.

Action taken: M/S/P 5-0 (Plagge/Miller) to approve Resolution
No. 2024-012

(L) Request from Forstrom Family Foundation to pay invoices for the
building of the memorial park.

Action taken: M/S/P 5-0 (Miller/Nord) to approve staff to pay the
invoices sent to us from the foundation for the construction of the
memorial park. The FFF will deposit directly into the cities
account to cover the invoices paid.

14. Approval for the Payment of Claims and Appropriations

(A) Consideration for the approval of the City’s Verified Claims for
the period ending June 2024.

Action taken: M/S/P 5-0 (Plagge/Miller) to approve the city’s
verified claims for the period of June 2024.
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(B) Consideration of approving the City’s Electronic Payments for
the Month ending June 2024.

Action taken: M/S/P 5-0 (Pieper/Miller) to approve the city’s
electronic payments for the period of June 2024.

15. CLOSED SESSION:

16. Announcements—

(A) Next regular council meeting will be Wednesday, August 1 4,
2024, 6:30 pm Wednesday meeting due to primary election on
Tuesday, July 13™

17. Adjournment— Mayor 8:05 pm adjourned.

BY:

Daniel Pieper, Mayor

ATTEST:

Julie Aalfs, City Administrator/Clerk
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